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For last night's game coverage
including stories, photos and videos,
go to wkuherald.com
*game started after Herald press time

Floral design
courses moved
to new shop
By AARON FRASIER
news@wkuherald.com

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

WKU Spirit Masters Alvin Farmer, Daniel Williams, Alex Kimura, Kaylee Egerer and Sarah Lowe catch up before their Spirit Masters meeting began this week on the third ﬂoor of Downing University Center. Spirit Masters are a group of leaders at WKU who
volunteer on campus, give tours to potential students and help out with many other campus activities.

A

is for ambassador

SEE FLORAL, PAGE 2

Students serve as role models at WKU

WKU

By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

AtoZ

diversions@wkuherald.com

Senior Alvin Farmer, of Memphis, Tenn.,
recalled meeting a Spirit Master during his first
tour of WKU.
The Spirit Master, Reginald Lane, talked to
Farmer about not only the transition to a campus much smaller than his hometown, but the
importance of getting involved in his new environment.
“Being a Spirit Master sounded like a prestigious honor that I wanted to be a part of,”
Farmer said.
Farmer was soon hired as a peer advisor in
the Academic Advising and Retention Center,
joined Phi Sigma Pi honors fraternity. Lastly,
he applied to become a Spirit Master, a position
that makes him an ambassador for WKU.
As an ambassador, Farmer said he strives
to hold all the values of the school along with
his own.

Students interested in floral design have a new opportunity on campus to get hands-on experience in the
trade.
The new Floral Design Training Center has been
opened by the Agriculture Department behind Ransdell Hall on Regents Avenue.
“The center’s purpose is to be a training center
for students interested in floral design and floral shop
management,” said instructor Roger Dennis.
The courses that will be offered at the center are
Introduction to Floral Design, Advanced Floral Design
and Wedding Floral Design. Classes were formerly offered in Environmental Sciences and Technology Hall.
“Before, we were in a regular classroom,” Dennis
said. “Here, students will experience what it is like in
a working florist.”
Livermore senior Kayla Caudle hopes that working in the center will “broaden her views on agriculture” and show her “how floral design works.”

Eckhardt alleges
retaliation from
WKU over grant
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

Each Friday, the Herald brings you a proﬁle
inspired by a letter of the alphabet.
He said he is always conscious of the level
of esteem and responsibility that come with the
title.
“I have to be on my P’s and Q’s,” Farmer
said. “Even when I’m not in my uniform or
on an assignment, I feel that I have to set an
example for younger classmen.”

A former WKU employee is suing the university for
allegedly violating the Kentucky Whistleblower Act,
Open Records Act, invasion of privacy and libel.
Amy Eckhardt, the former director of Scholar Development for the Honors College who was fired in
April, filed the civil complaint on June 29 and a complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, a federal law enforcement agency that handles discrimination claims.
The Whistleblower Act is a law that states that if
an individual reports mismanagement, fraud, abuse or
other illegal activity to their employer, he or she is protected from being fired for disclosing that information.

SEE SPIRIT, PAGE 6
SEE ALLEGE, PAGE 7

Fraternities end formal recruitment process
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

Formal fraternity recruitment
came to an end Wednesday afternoon for 14 fraternities as
they offered their newest members bids to become a part of the
brotherhood.
Typically, Sunday marks the
beginning of the formal fraternity recruitment process at WKU,
a short time after formal recruitment closes for sororities. This
year, things changed.
The recruitment of fraternities
started on Friday this year, which
caused an overlap of both recruitments for a couple of days.
Charley Pride, director of
Student Activities and Organizations, said the WKU football

game Thursday against Kentucky was a factor for the switch
up.
In years past, Thursday was
preference night for fraternity
recruitment, so the Interfraternity Council decided to move
recruitment from a Sunday to
Friday schedule to a Friday to
Wednesday schedule, Pride said.
Wednesday was Bid Day,
where men received their acceptance letters from any of the
groups that participated in recruitment.
Kristen Smith, a graduate assistant for Student Activities and
Organizations, said about 150
men went through the formal
recruitment process earlier this
week.
However, informal bids were

wkuherald.com
FRI. 99˚/ 72˚

CONTACT:

handed out by fraternities as
well, she said.
The fraternities can give bids
up until the Friday before finals
start, Pride said.
“Most of them do it in the
first two weeks of school, and
they start their new member processes,” he said.
The change in schedule
benefits the participants who
plan on going to the game, as
well as Pride.
“It will be nice to get to
Wednesday night and just go to
the football game,” he said.
As Pride was relieved, so was
Bowling Green Austin Alford, a
new Sigma Nu member.
SEE FORMAL, PAGE 3

@wkuherald
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After receiving their bids, the potential new members of the Kappa
Sigma Fraternity join with the current members in celebration on South
Lawn during Fraternity Bid Day on Wednesday.
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FLORAL
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As an agriculture major, Caudle would like
to own her own floral shop some day.
The lab is equipped with floral design tables
and tools, as well as a floral cooler and other
necessary equipment.
Along with being a classroom for students,
the center also has a shop in which purchases
can be made. Open from 8 a.m to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, the shop features fresh
flowers, green plants, balloons and gift items.
Delivery services are also available.
Dennis describes the center as both a lab and
classroom as well as a full service shop. He
hopes that the center will “bring an increased
interest of students and involve more students
across the disciplines.”
Students and faculty can show their WKU
ID and get 10 percent off on cash and carry out
items. The delivery service is not covered by
the discount.
Irvington sophomore Andrea Stith likes the
center because it will give her experience in
another career field if she ever needs a backup.
Caudle thinks the center will help teach her
the techniques of floral work.
“Anyone can arrange flowers,” she said.
“But it takes a special technique to get it right.”

ABBY O'BRYAN/HERALD

Graduate student Bryan Sircy, of Lafayette, Tenn., works in the new Floral Design Training Center delivering ﬂoral arrangements
around campus. WKU was able to move courses from Environmental Sciences and Technology Hall to the new shop.

GameStop's zombie
walk beneﬁts Center
for Courageous Kids
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

Zombies aren’t usually known for being
the most charitable or fun loving monsters,
but come this Labor Day, a group of zombies will be just that.
GameStop is sponsoring a “zombie
walk” on Labor Day to celebrate the release of the new zombie horror video game,
“Dead Island,” while raising money for a local charity, the Center for Courageous Kids.
Starting at 8 p.m. and lasting until midnight, participants will make their way
from the GameStop located in Greenwood
Mall to Best Buy, and then continue down
Campbell Lane to Bowling Green’s second
GameStop location.
Mikeal Gallaway, store manager of the
GameStop on Campbell Lane, said the walk
will be about a mile long, with food being
provided by Buffalo Wild Wings. Upon
reaching the Campbell GameStop location,
Sprint will be providing wireless services
for those who are waiting to pick up Dead
Island or play games.
Afraid you don’t have the proper equipment for zombification? Fear not, as there
will be face paint and other accessories
available to help wannabe zombies gear
up, Gallaway said. An artist will also be on
site to do caricatures of participants in their
zombie forms.
GameStop will be taking donations for
the Center for Courageous Kids throughout
the night, as well as having a silent auction in
which all proceeds will also go to the center.

The Center for Courageous Kids is a nonprofit organization based out of Scottsville
where children with medical challenges can
enjoy the camp experience. The camp’s goal
is to uplift children by providing memorable,
fun and safe experiences at no cost to the
families, according to the center’s website.
“We want to have fun and have fun for
the game release, but wanted to give back
to the community that gives us so much,”
Gallaway said.
After a discussion, Gallaway and his employees had the idea for a fundraising zombie walk. Gallaway contacted the ALIVE
Center, an organization that helps coordinate local volunteer opportunities with
WKU’s campus, who directed Gallaway to
the Center for Corageous Kids.
“They really help everybody. They don’t
turn anybody down,” said Gallaway about
why they chose the camp.
Gallaway got in contact with Stormi
Murtie, communications director at the Center, about the event.
“We thought it sounded cool. We are
looking forward to it,” Murtie said.
Murtie said the organization had never
heard of anything such as a zombie walk
before.
Gallaway said about 70 people pre-ordered the game, though he is not really sure
how many people are going to attend the
walk as it is the first time they have attempted an event like this.
“You never know what people are going
to get behind,” Murtie said. “And it sounds
fun.”

CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Nicholas Hutton, Pearce-Ford Tower,
was assaulted in the PFT courtyard by
several unknown males after attempting
to prevent two females from ﬁghting at
12:56 a.m. on Sept. 1. Marcus Bagwell, PFT,
reported the noise of the ﬁght to the WKU
police.
■ Katie Hannah Finn, Rodes-Harlin Hall,
reported on Aug. 30 that her purse was
stolen from her vehicle parked in the Adams Lot. The value is estimated at $55.
■ Megan Lemmons, Rodes, reported on
Aug. 30 that she either lost her wallet or it
was stolen while walking to class in front of
Cherry Hall. The value is estimated at $74.
■ Isaac Thomas Maddox, Keen Hall, reported on Aug. 29 that his iPhone was
stolen from the third ﬂoor of Keen.
■ Emma Jo Hagan reported a theft of her
wallet at the WKU Store in Downing University Center. The value is estimated at
$55.
■ Ryan Colwell, Shepardsville was transported from the Sigma Nu house on Aug.
31, just after 1:00 a.m., to the Medical Center because of a possible alcohol or drug
overdose.

CORRECTIONS
Due to a Herald error, Downing University Center
Evening Program Coordinator Trinity Gonzalez’ name
was misspelled in a page 14 article of the Herald’s Aug.
30 issue.
Due to a source error, the Herald mis-identified the
Noon Tunes concert series’ beginning as a year ago in
that same story. Gonzalez said Noon Tunes began in at
least three years ago as a DUC-sponsored event before
Revolution 91.7 became a co-sponsor last year.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed
errors that are brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report a correction,
or e-mail us at editor@wkuherald.

The WKU Ofﬁce of Study Abroad
and Global Learning presents:
2011 Study Abroad Fair,
Wednesday, September 28th from 11-2
Centennial Mall—DUC lawn
(DUC mezzanine in case of rain)
Contact: WKU Ofﬁce of Study
Abroad and Global Learning
Grise Hall 128
P: (270) 745-5334
www.wku.edu/studyabroad

■ NEWS BRIEF
Non-WKU student charged
with rape on campus
A 19-year-old man is in custody
following allegations of sexual assault
that occurred on campus last Sunday.
Owensboro native Todd C. Murray
was arrested and charged with rape in
the first degree, said Maj. Mike Wallace with campus police. Murray is reported to have been on campus around
4:30 a.m.
A non-WKU student, Murray was
visiting friend Jonathon Swihart, who
checked Murray into Pearce-Ford
Tower, Wallace said.
Murray invited the victim upstairs,
where the alleged sexual assault occurred. The victim and Murray were
not previously friends, Wallace said.
The case is being handled by the
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office,
with Murray scheduled to have a hearing at 9 a.m today. He is being held in
the Warren County Regional Jail on a
$10,000 bond.
Wallace said the case remains under
investigation.
— Christian Hansen
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WKU graduates
teach in China
By LINDSAY KRIZ
diversions@wkuherald.com

After finishing their undergraduate
degrees, many students face a crucial
decision about what to do or where to
go next with their new diploma.
For Reece Schenkenfelder, a 2010
WKU graduate, his bachelor’s degree
in worldwide marketing would be his
ticket to a new job halfway around
the world in China.
“I wanted to do grad school, but
then I had an opportunity to teach
English in the Hunan province," he
said. "One thing led to another. I
found myself signing up to do it.”
He and four other graduate students headed to China last August
and signed a contract to teach for a
period of 10 months at a time.
Two of the students lived in the
city of Changsha, while Schenkenfelder and two others, Bryan Jackson
and Stephanie Jecker, resided in the
city of Zhangjiajie — all in the Hunan province.
Schenkenfelder taught at the
Zhangjiajie Institute of Aeronautical
Engineering, where he spent 20 hours
a week teaching students English and
Comparative Cultures.
When Schenkenfelder arrived in
China, he didn’t know any Chinese,
and most of his students only knew a
little English.
“It forced me to learn Chinese,”
he said. “I’m not fluent now by any
means, but I definitely learned a lot
of Chinese.”
Learning a new language was one
of the main reasons he wanted to go
to overseas, Schenkenfelder said.
“I learned more about the culture
so I could use it in my future career,”
he said. “It gives me opportunities to
understand another culture in a country that the U.S works closely with.”
Aside from teaching students in
the classroom and learning from
them, Schenkenfelder had many
unique experiences outside the classroom as well, including backpacking
in Thailand during the Chinese New
Year and doing the traditional Chinese Dragon dance that is performed

every year at the Chinese New Year
Lantern festival.
“The Chinese are very genuine,
and one of the most kind people in
the world,” said Schenkenfelder, who
is now back in China for another
school year. “I wanted (to talk about
this) to give this opportunity to other
grad students that would be interested
in doing something like this.”
Fellow WKU graduate student
Bryan Jackson also went to China
and taught Oral English and American Culture.
Entering the country, Jackson said
all he knew about China was what
he’d seen on television.
“It was definitely an incredible
experience — everything I hoped it
would be.”
Other recent WKU graduates just
arrived in China on last week.
Whitnee Thorp from Lexington
was impressed by how polite the Chinese people are toward her.
“They are very willing to help me
at any cost and enjoy spending a lot
of time with Americans,” she said in
an email.
Thorp said she plans to stay a full
year in China and will be teaching her
students English and English culture.
“I am excited for all the memories
and experience I will have here,” she
said.
Danville graduate student Amanda
Yatso also recently arrived in China,
and is currently living in Jishou City,
where she will be teaching English
and Western Civilization.
She said her students seem excited
as well. “They seem really eager to
learn and practice their English with
us,” Yatso said. “Here, their major is
English, which means they’re trying
to perfect the English language.”
Jackson, who is now back in his
hometown of Nashville, said he encourages students such as Thorp and
Yatso to continue teaching in China.
“If anyone ever gets the chance
to teach in China or any other country, they definitely should,” he said.
“Traveling is the best way to experience life. I’d definitely recommend
doing it.”

New sorority Alpha Xi
Delta coming to WKU
By AMANDA YOUNG
news@wkuherald.com

WKU women are now being offered a way to find their niche in the
new sorority coming to campus, Alpha Xi Delta.
“This is another opportunity to
make the women on campus feel like
they belong,” said Charley Pride, director of Student Activities and Organizations.
Due to a growing attraction to
Greek life, WKU opened campus to
a new extension in hopes of meeting
the increased interest, Pride said.
“Greek life is flourishing here,”
said Becky Wilbanks, Educational
Leader Consultant for Alpha Xi Delta
and a key element in the sorority’s establishment at WKU.
The sorority is going through colonization — a process by which Greek
organizations establish a new chapter,
Wilbanks said.
“We start with a foundation (the
girls) can build on,” said Wilbanks.
A booth at Downing University
Center kicked off the sorority’s informal recruitment earlier this week.
Last week, Alpha Xi Delta gave a
presentation at the “Go Greek” night
of formal sorority recruitment but did
not participate in the rest of the week,
Pride said.
Any woman interested in joining
Alpha Xi Delta had to withdraw from
the formal recruitment process, said
Kristen Smith, a graduate assistant
for the Student Activities and Organizations office.
Although 256 women were placed
in a sorority on Sunday, 157 women
withdrew from the process before

FORMAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I’m glad it's over,” Alford said.
“It's stressful. You don’t want to hurt
(other fraternities') feelings.”
Other new recruits went through a
less stressful process.
Owensboro junior Alex Isbill went

bid day, Smith said. There are a variety of reasons people withdraw from
the process, including deciding that
Greek life isn’t for them or not enjoying the process. Alpha Xi Delta was
also another factor this year, she said.
Wilbanks does not think failure
will be an issue, although, according
to Panhellenic rules, a chapter must
have an average of 120 members.
“We’ve got around 100 names so
far,” she said. “We’ve got girls who
never considered a sorority.”
The new chapter looks for women
who show leadership skills, involvement in school and effectiveness in
balancing their academic and social
lives.
“That quality of woman is here on
campus,” Wilbanks said.
Though the sorority is participating
in an informal recruitment process,
Alpha Xi Delta offers essentially the
same things as any other sorority, said
Wilbanks. It offers the social opportunities as well as a chance to thrive
academically.
The sorority also has a philanthropic outreach.
In 2009, Alpha Xi Delta chapters
on campuses across the nation raised
about $500,000 for Autism Speaks,
an organization dedicated to research
for an autism cure.
Wilbanks is hopeful that the WKU
chapter will be just as successful.
“Women get the chance to start a
new legacy,” she said.
Any interested women can still
sign up. Recruitment kick off begins
at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 7 in DUC room
305, and bid day will be on Sept. 18.
“We’re inspiring women to realize
their potential,” Wilbanks said.

through informal recruitment.
“Rush for me was pretty different
than a lot of guys,” Isbill, a Phi
Gamma Delta pledge said.
Isbill said he knew which fraternity
he wanted to join originally.
As a junior, Isbill said he does
regret not joining earlier, but he is still
happy to be a member.
“I’m glad that I joined now rather
than never," he said.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

T &
B
OPS

OTTOMS

TOPS to the removal
of the wooden bunny
statue in the red dress.

BOTTOMS to the removal of the wooden
bunny statue in the
red dress (We can’t
make up our minds).

TOPS to new dining
options inside DUC.

BOTTOMS to congestion in DUC Food Court
due to new dining
options.

COLUMN

Leave the keys at home
As many students leave their
hometowns and families for the very
first time and venture into the college
realm, many get their first “taste” of
freedom…the taste of alcohol.
Let’s face it. Most college students
enjoy drinking socially, and some college students enjoy binge drinking and
blacking out.
Sorry, you can’t dodge that fact. I’m
well into my fourth year of witnessing
this, but if someone would like to dispute this with me, feel free to do so.
And as a 22-year-old senior, I’ve had
my fair share of crazy nights and confused mornings not remembering who
drove me home and waking up covered
in Volcano Tacos from Taco Bell that I
had apparently bought before my sober
driver dropped me off at home.
Although that little anecdote is a
little embarrassing, yet somewhat humorous, notice two important words I
used: SOBER DRIVER.
I don’t care how drunk or blacked
out you might be, you need to always
prepare ahead of time and consult a
friend or a taxi company before you
start hitting the sauce for the night.
It may change your life and even the
lives of others.
When I was 18 years old, my life
changed forever.
I received a hysterical call from a

SPENCER JENKINS
Scribbled Words
opinion@wkuherald.com
friend after our high school basketball
homecoming dance around 6 a.m. telling me that our best friend had been involved in a drunk driving accident, and
it wasn't known if he was going to live.
After hearing this, I almost went
back to sleep because it didn’t really
hit me. Ten minutes later, I was hysterical and could barely breathe.
My best friend plowed through 40
feet of fence, and one of the fence
posts went through his chest and out
his armpit, barely missing his heart.
He downed whiskey before sitting behind the wheel of his Lincoln Town Car
telling people what a lot of us say and
have heard: “I’m good to drive, man.”

Well, he wasn’t. He lost his entire
left arm and acquired multiple wounds
and scars on his face and body.
Luckily no one else was hurt in
the accident. But not only was he hurt
physically and emotionally, so were
his family members, friends and me.
This accident happened years ago,
but I’ve honestly never recovered
mentally from it. Regardless of what
we think, our actions always affect the
people around us.
It’s only the end of the first week of
school, and since MASTER Plan there
have been more than five arrests due to
driving under the influence according
to the campus police media log.
You may not think six sounds like a
large number, but one DUI is one too
many in my opinion.
Also, after you’ve been charged
with a DUI you will either sit in jail
until your court date or until an overly
generous friend comes and bails out
your sorry self. And after bailing out
two friends last semester, I can tell you
that it’s a humiliating experience. On
top of that, you will also owe hundreds,
if not thousands of dollars to whoever
posted your bail.
Honestly, before you black out,
make a conscious decision and plan
on having a sober driver or taxi so no
one’s safety will be in jeopardy.

TOPS to apartmentstyle living next year.

BOTTOMS to students living in the
same dorm room as
their RAs.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less) or
a commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them
to opinion@wkuherald.com.
You can also comment on
this editorial on our website
at wkuherald.com or write on
our facebook.

Reader wishes Ransdell would 'lighten up'
Gary Ransdell is still embarrassed by a student who partook in the
hilarious, albeit simplistic hobby of planking on campus. How can I tell?
Dr. Ransdell went to great lengths to point out that the only reason Murray State mocked our campus was because there’s nothing to do at MSU.
That’s not a logical argument by any means. The problem continues as
the Herald published yet another article Tuesday about Ransdell telling
freshmen not to embarrass their campus. By all means, freshman, do
your worst! Short of burning the place down, there’s no way you’re going to embarrass anyone other than the old people beyond repair. Does
anyone remember a similar event when a half-dozen fire alarms were
pulled after Obama won his 2008 presidential race? My point is this:
if anyone is overreacting, it’s the people that worry about people overreacting. Lighten up a bit.
Derek Nutt
Simpsonville senior
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries on
topics of public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
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*Denotes editorial board
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3. For veriﬁcation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name,
phone number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
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edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald does
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DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Take a Break

...for goodness sake!

from the hill
@magss2: The only thing I can't
stand about wku is eating the same
stuff every day ! #freshmanfifteenlookin
@Mere_A: Well sure I'd like
free sunglasses, shorts, frisbees,
and food and some Discount coupons arent bad either... Thank you
WKU
@Ms_Marsha_May: The Wku
debit card is officially the dumbest
thing that has ever been invented
@hi_itsKrista: I need for #WKU
to get this ac fixed in cherry! It
can't be working properly.
@Ceanestis: If you bitch about
walking up the hill at WKU... You
probably need the hill
@HMG_Jmoney: Man wku
was extra stingy with the print
allocations this year. Im already
down to $45 and its only the third
day #petty
@FarrinArielle: I have been
waiting for this bus for like 20
minutes. Come on WKU they are
supposed to run every 8 minutes.
@jordanwells3: convinced the
professors to cancel classes Fri
morning due to there will be excessive abscenses anyway from
#WKU vs UK game. #winning!
COLLEGE HEIGHTS

HERALD CLASSIFIEDS

Have
suggestions
or

ideas
for the
fun
page?

E-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

270-745-2653
Classiﬁed Manager: Alice Weber

FOR RENT
e-mail your events to editor@wkuherald.com

Friday, 9/2

iPhone App

HELP WANTED

Attention Geeks & Gamers!
If you have a working knowledge of Java and would like
to work part time developing
mobile apps for a new start
up company from your own
computer call 270-781-6464
Note to Readers: The College
Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot
guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information
The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity
of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Greek 101, 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m., Gary A. Ransdell Hall 1047
Volleyball vs. Kentucky, 6 p.m., Lexington, Ky.

Saturday, 9/3

Owner of small horse farm and
dog kennel looking for someone with own transportation
to work 1 day per week to do
maintenance & yard work.
270-796-4085

Volleyball vs. Virginia Tech, noon, Lexington, Ky.
Volleyball vs. Ohio, 4:30 p.m., Lexington, Ky.

Android App

@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
College Heights Herald

News, blogs, photos, and more!

advertising@wkuherald.com

2652 Thames Valley. 3 Bdrm 2
baths 2 Car Garage. No Pets.
$850/mo + deposit + references. 270-846-2855 or 270535-2855

www.facebook.com/wkuherald
www.facebook.com/chhsports

A
ACROSS
1 Turner of "Madame X"
5 Gumshoe Spade
8 Spoke roughly
Call (270)745-2653 to
114 Spoken
15 "Nova" network
sponsor a puzzle today!
16 Resounded
17 Close hermetically
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
18 Tight embrace
19 Alpine cottage
20 Performance extenders
22 Hoosegow
23 Joyful ecstasy
24 Connection
27 Blankets, sheets, etc.
29 Lair
30 Off the wall
34 Small bill
35 Departed
36 Monster
37 More logical
39 Small amount
40 Weather forecast word
41 Distress
42 Evaluate, as ore
43 Frontiersman Carson
44 More tranquil
47 Scrap
49 Fleets of warships
54 Prescribed number
55 Compensation
56 Snafu
58 Ernie of the PGA
59 Voice range
60 Ultimatum words
61 Peggy or Pinky
62 Stoop feature
63 “Colorful” arm of the
Indian
64 NASA's orbiting outpost
8 Tilting chair
28 Recipient
45 South Florida city
65 Back talk
9 Yearning painfully
30 Has a job
46 Rubs out
10 Meat cut
31 Once more
48 Tugs
DOWN
11 Speckled pattern
32 Gave an opinion about 50 Accumulate
1 Also-ran
12 Wide shoe width
33 Novelist Kesey
51 Greek triangle
2 Boxing site
13
Banned
pesticide
35
Auto
fuel
52 Feeds the kitty
3 Equality grp.
21 Keeler or Dee
37 Climbing plant
53 Discontinues
4 Divvy up
22 "Crazy" singer
38 Main artery
56 In favor of
5 Globe
25 Mediterranean port
42 Type of ant or brat
57 Mine's yield
6 Treated very badly
26
Foe
44
Husband
or
wife
58 Samuel's teacher
7 NYC showplace

wkuherald.com

1 bdrm unit located at 1151
KY Street. Close to WKU.
$375/mo + deposit. Partial
Utilities Paid.
270-780-9889
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Sunday, 9/4

Soccer vs. Memphis, 1 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex

Monday, 9/5

Labor Day, No classes and university offices closed

Tuesday, 9/6

Student Government Association senate meeting,
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Downing University Center 305
Freshman Assembly, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Diddle Arena
Volleyball vs. Lipscomb, 6:30 p.m., Nashville, Tenn.

Thursday, 9/8

Chess Club, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
Academic Advantage Series: Workshops for Success
“Managing Priorities in College,” 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
Grise Hall Auditorium (Room 235)

Friday, 9/9

Volleyball vs. Xavier, 12:30 p.m., WKU Tournament,
Diddle Arena
Soccer vs. Belmont, 6:00 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Volleyball vs. Wake Forest, 7:00 p.m., WKU
Tournament, Diddle Arena
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IFC could punish two fraternities
By TESSA DUVALL
news@wkuherald.com

Two fraternities at WKU could lose
homecoming privileges for violating rush
week rules.
Delta Tau Delta and Pi Kappa Alpha
were both recommended to lose Homecoming privileges by a vote from the Interfraternity Council delegates in a closed-session
meeting Monday afternoon, according to
a delegate who wishes to remain unnamed.
The Herald attempted to attend this hearing but was not permitted to because it was
a judicial hearing. Deborah Wilkins, chief
of staff and general counsel, said because

the IFC is not a state organization, open
meetings laws do not apply.
However, the regularly scheduled IFC
meetings are open.
At the meeting, the Delts and Pikes were
both reported to have thrown “dirty rush
parties” — parties where alcohol is present.
According to the WKU IFC bylaws,
which were provided to the Herald by
Wilkins, “organizing any party that is
planned by or in name of an organization,
regardless of whether or not active or alumni members from the organization are present at the party” or “any event for potential
new members where alcohol is present” are
both major violations.

SGA seeks new taxi
service for sober rides
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

Provide-a-Ride will be
more successful this year
if the Student Government
Association has anything to
say about it.
Both SGA President
Billy Stephens and Jennifer
Tougas, director of Parking and Transportation, are
working hard to create an
effective Provide-a-Ride
system.
Provide-a-Ride is a
transportation service that
gives students someone to
call if they are intoxicated
and unable to drive.
“One of my main things
right now is to focus on
Provide-a-Ride, especially
at the start of the year,” Stephens said. “We are actually looking at totally revising all of Provide-a-Ride.”
Stephens said the problems with the program last
year stemmed from the car
service that provided the
rides, Franklin Taxi. Both
Stephens and Tougas said
the car service was often an

hour and a half or even two
hours late.
There were also complaints that students’ phone
calls were ignored or they
did not receive the ride they
requested.
Franklin Taxi is no longer affiliated with WKU
and the contract with them
has been terminated.
Stephens said that he
will try his best to establish
a Provide-a-Ride program
before the end of the semester, but he hopes to do
it sooner.
“I don’t want a single
student to drive if they are
intoxicated,” he said.
SGA is also looking at
establishing
informative
programs.
These programs would
encourage students to have
a designated driver and also
talk about drinking and
driving. SGA would like to
visit dorms and approach
organizations to inform everyone so that they can help
spread the word.
Jane Wood, the SGA
public relations director,

said they plan on using
“word of mouth advertising” as well as other forms
of promotion.
“We’re going to advertise a lot on Western’s website,” she said.
Stephens said SGA is
currently taking bids on the
program’s contract.
Tougas said no favorable bids have been received so far.
“At the moment, we do
not have a Provide-a-Ride
service for the beginning
of the semester,” Tougas
said.
SGA provides $30,000
for Provide-a-Ride, but the
program might cost more
with a new contract, and in
that case, SGA would not
be able to fund it entirely
on its own.
Stephens hopes to have
some sort of awareness
program to promote Provide-a-Ride set up in the
next six weeks.
“Not only does it help
the students, it helps all the
drivers in Bowling Green,”
he said.

For major offenses, punishments include
loss of homecoming pairings, one semester
of social probation, one alcohol education
workshop and the loss of the Reed Morgan
tie-breaker.
During the hearing, IFC members gave
presentations on what they witnessed at
separate parties hosted by the two fraternities, and the fraternity presidents gave their
own presentation of the events, the delegate
said.
Delts President Tyler Goble said that
while he feels the proceedings were fair,
he wished the IFC had evidence against the
fraternity instead of just witness statements.
“I feel that it might have been a little

overzealous, I suppose, especially as a first
punishment,” he said.
Pike President Derrick Stinnett ignored
the Herald’s requests for comment regarding the hearing.
Goble said he was not present at the
party in question, so he cannot explain what
happened that night. The Delts’ written account of the event is listed at Aug. 24, while
the IFC’s is listed as Aug. 25.
“There was a significant difference in
the two stories,” he said.
Kenneth Johnson, assistant director of
Student Activities and Organizations, said
an official report will be made available to
the Herald on Friday.

SPIRIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Spirit Masters give tours to future
students, volunteer at events on and
off campus and talk to potential donors about student life.
“There
are
glamorous
and
unglamorous parts,” said Burlington
senior Zack Ryle. “We could be
holding a parking spot in the rain at
a regents meeting or attending the
president’s gala.”
As vice-chair, Ryle filters emails
filled with assignments from the
president’s office. Spirit Masters take
assignments based on their availability
to fulfill their required service hours,
60 in the fall and 40 in the spring.
Ryle said this part of the honor can
be difficult since he and others are
involved in activities outside of being
an ambassador.
“It definitely takes some time
management,” he said.
Louisville senior Alex Kimura is a
member of Alpha Delta Pi, president
of the non-profit organization Feel
Good and organized several bone
marrow drives on campus.
Kimura said she became a Spirit
Master because she fell in love with
WKU and wanted to give back to her
second home.
“It’s a big responsibility, but good
practice for figuring out balance in the
real world,” she said.
Becoming a Spirit Master helped
Farmer hone his time management
skills.
“I was horrible my first two years
about managing my time,” he said. “I

There are glamorous and unglamorous parts. We could
be holding a parking spot in the rain
at a regents meeting or attending the
president’s gala."
—ZACK RYLE
Burlington senior

always carry my calendar with me, so
I know when I have to work or when I
can squeeze in a nap.”
Ryle said he and fellow Spirit
Masters must enjoy serving or they
won’t be a successful representative
for the university. This means being
willing to sacrifice down time.
He is also an anchor for Extra Point
and News Channel 12, a member of
Phi Gamma Delta and manages two
jobs.
“You’re doing something out of
your heart and not for your own gain,”
he said. “I’m just another student
trying to help out.”

The Sisters of

Alpha Omicron Pi

would like to Congratulate our 2011 New Members:

Allyson Alvey
Regan Ates
Katelyn Baker
Lee Baxter
Katelyn Bickett
Jessika Black
Sidney Blanford
Jordan Bradfield
Kristen Carter
Ali Casebeer
Chrisea Chosta
Maggie Goldsberry
Hannah Grimes

Jordon Hagan
Ashton Hall
Becky Heeb
Molly Kennedy
Alexa Lamar
Tessa Lanham
Ellie Lansden
Lindsay Logue
Landon Lovett
Mackenzie Noffsinger
Kelsey Peak
Leslie-Ann Pollock
Christen Profancik

Allison Sawyers
Catie Scott
Josey Sexton
Elliott Shipley
Megan Smith
Brooke Stovall
Ellen Vice
Alexa Wagoner
Alex Wilcox
Anna Wilkins
Lizzie Wininger
Whitney Young
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By CAMERON KOCH
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more Emily Gott.
“Two and a half hours
and we already have a full
bin,” Gott said on Sunday
night.
Share a Swipe was
present at the Community
and Campus Involvement
fair held at Preston Center
during MASTER Plan, attempting to make incoming freshman aware of the
group.
“Our target is freshmen,” said Gott. “They all
have meal plans.”
Elizabethtown senior
Danielle Clifford said it is
easy to participate in donation process.
“When I had meal
plans, I would stockpile
food and never eat it and
then throw it away,” she
said. “You don’t have to
do anything other than put
it in the box.”
Paducah senior Katie
Knecht said the organization’s simplicity is part of
its appeal.
“People like it because

news@wkuherald.com

The group “Share a
Swipe,” which encourages
WKU students to use their
extra meal plans to purchase
and donate food to help feed
the hungry, is back in action
this semester.
Share a Swipe is a
student-run organization
which started last semester out of a book discussion group that skipped
lunch on Wednesdays and
instead donated the money
that would have been spent
on lunch to charity.
The first chance to donate was Sunday in the
Downing University Center which is where the
group will be every Sunday from 5 to 9 p.m. for the
remainder of the semester.
The group had previously been set up in the
Minton Hall lobby.
“We moved it in DUC
to get more response,” said
Bowling Green sopho-

it’s simple,” Knecht said.
“We are doing God’s work
in the smallest way we can.”
By getting the word out
about Share a Swipe, Gott
and others in the group
hope to eventually place
donation bins in multiple
buildings throughout campus.
“We have a dream of
putting a tub in every residence hall,” said Knecht.
“That’s our long-term goal
for this year.”
In order to have multiple bins however, the
group needs volunteers.
“We are looking for
people who are excited
about it,” Gott said.
The group also hopes to
place donation bins in the
Gatton Academy as well.
“Gatton students have
19 meals a week,” said
Gott, whose father is director of the academy.
“We are going to target
them and see if we can get
a couple bins in Gatton.
We are really hoping they

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Paducah Senior Katie Knecht, one founder of the "Share a Swipe" program, and Elizabethtown senior Danielle Clifford, talk with passing students about the program last Sunday on its
ﬁrst day this semester. Share a Swipe gives students a practical way to use extra meal plans
that will go to waste at the end of the week.

will be excited about it.”
When asked about
whether or not the group
would last throughout the
years, Knecht was opti-

mistic.
“I hope so — we have
people from every grade
involved, so we are hoping it will trickle down,”

Knecht said.
“We are hoping it becomes a thing everybody
knows about for the rest of
Western’s life.”

WKU involved in multiple ongoing civil suits
By TESSA DUVALL
news@wkuherald.com

According to a document
provided to the Herald by Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and
general counsel, there are five
civil suits open against WKU at
this time in addition to the Amy
Eckhardt case.
- Elizabeth Esters, who voluntarily retired from WKU,
claimed an employment contract between her and the university was breached. No jury
trial will be conducted in this
case, as both parties have agreed
to submit briefs and undergo
review by a judge. Briefs were
submitted on Jan. 31.
- Gina Brown, a black woman fired by WKU on Jan. 16,
2009, filed a complaint that alleges a “hostile” work environ-

ment and “disparate” treatment
due to her race, gender and age.
WKU has denied the allegations, and the suit is still in the
discovery stage.
- Raymond Elms, 48, was
fired by WKU on Oct. 5, 2010,
is now suing WKU alleging
age-based discrimination. According to Kentucky law, it is
illegal for an employer to fire,
refuse to hire or otherwise discriminate against anyone due
to their age if the individual is
older than 40 years old. WKU
said Elms, a WKU employee
for 27 years, was fired for his
excessive use of a university
cell phone, including 218 longdistance phone calls and 5,687
personal text messages. This
suit is pending before the court.
- Joseph Martin, who worked
at WKU’s Central Steam Plant

from October 2006 until he was
fired in February 2010, filed a
civil suit against WKU and Sodexo, the company that operates
the plant on campus, in February
2011. In the suit, Martin alleges
that he was fired in retaliation
for filing for worker’s compensation. Martin suffered a knee
injury on the job in 2007, but
later returned to work with no
restrictions. A year later, Martin
begin to experience problems
with his injured knee and was
given work restrictions in January 2010. These restrictions
prevented Martin from fulfilling
his job responsibilities, and it is
because of this that he was terminated, WKU said. The suit is
pending before the court.
- Marilyn Gardner, who is
currently employed at WKU as
an associate professor of public

Eckhardt's complaints
remain in discovery stage
plaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission alleging gender discrimination and
retaliation for vocalizing opinions against her supervisor and working conditions. A copy of the
complaint was made available to the Herald from
Bratcher.
Wilkins said WKU has filed a response denying the allegations made in Eckhardt’s complaint.
“We’re comfortable in addressing all the
claims,” Wilkins said.
Bratcher said the next step in the EEOC complaint is that the commission will evaluate whether both parties involved in the case are interested
in mediation. If not, the complaint goes into an
investigative stage with the EEOC.
“We’re at the cusp of that right now,” Bratcher
said. “I don’t know which direction we’ll go in
regards to that.”
Bratcher said she plans to be in federal court
after the EEOC process is completed.
“We want as many claims as possible to be
moved to federal court at that point,” she said.

By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and general
counsel, said the complaints filed by Amy Eckhardt, the former director of Scholar Development
for the Honors College who was fired in April, are
currently “in a waiting mode.”
On June 29, Eckhardt filed a civil complaint
suing WKU for violating the Whistleblower Act,
Open Records Act, invasion of privacy and libel.
Wilkins said the next step in the civil complaint
is typically known as “discovery,” in which the
two parties begin taking depositions from witnesses. The process usually takes months.
“It would surprise me if we were even close to
trial within 18 months,” Wilkins said.
Pamela Bratcher, Eckhardt’s attorney, said the
case is in the very preliminary stages of discovery
in the civil complaint.
On July 12, Eckhardt filed an additional com-

Kappa Delta
®
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ALLEGE

Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel, said
that Eckhardt never filed complaints of any kind before her
termination.
Wilkins said she has asked
Craig Cobane, executive director of the Honors College, and
the other WKU employees mentioned in the compliant, including Gordon Baylis, vice president for Research, and Gordon
Emslie, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, not to
comment on the situation.
Eckhardt’s compliant states
that she “suffered reprisal based
upon WKU’s and Craig Cobane’s belief that the Plaintiff
would report, or was about to
report, or threatened to report to
the Department of Defense the
demands that were being made
upon her for the drafting of the
indirect grant amount.”
In the EEOC complaint, filed
on July 12, it states that Eckhardt
believed her termination to be “retaliatory and was due in part to her
complaints as to the working conditions which are stated above.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

It also protects against an employer who believes an employee
might do one of those activities
from taking retaliation.
Pamela Bratcher, Eckhardt’s
attorney, said her client was in
the process of drafting a grant
for the Chinese Flagship Program when she was pressured to
change an 8 percent indirect to
43.5 percent.
“She felt threatened that if
she didn’t do this — that her job
would be threatened,” Bratcher
said.
Bratcher said that in the grant
writing process, Eckhardt’s contact at the Department of Defense
who was in charge of awarding
the grant told her that if the application was resubmitted, WKU
would have to start the process
all over again.
Bratcher said the pressure
Eckhardt felt in that situation
was the basis for her claim to the
Whistleblower Act.

PROUD

Ellen Goatley
La Vella Hall
Laura Hazlett
Lauren Hutchison
Whitney Johnson
Maria Katzman
Katie King
Natalie Koppel
Jenna Lehkamp
Liz Lutz
Kalyn McCauley
Sydnee Mills
Brynee Moseley
Morgan Patton
Shelby Pedigo

WE ACCEPT BIG RED BUCKS!

WKU

Anna Pettus
Abby Potter
Rebecca Russell
Lendee Sanchez
Olivia Sharp
Veronica Smith
Abby Sullivan
Linly Turner
Tori Wade
Karly Watkins
Ali Weinzapfel
Molly White
Grace Wilson
Elizabeth Yontz

WHY PAY MORE MENU
& MEAL DEALS FOR ONLY

6 TO SUPPORT $2

ONLY $
ORDER ONLINE

comfortable that it will be found
the university provided Gardner
with more than adequate accommodations. Gardner’s attorney, Heidi Schissler Lanham
from Protection and Advocacy,
said she is under the legal opinion that Gardner’s needs have
not been met or the suit would
not have been filed. Schissler
Lanham said they are asking for
Gardner be awarded damages,
attorney fees and that her client’s disabilities be accommodated as required by law. If the
suit could be resolved through
mediation, Schissler Lanham
said she would welcome that
option.
“My ultimate goal is to get
the best deal for my client,” she
said.
The matter remains pending
before the court.

Whitney Allen
Jen Anderson
Amanda Barth
Kayla Bartley
Cindy Block
Delaney Coman
Caroline Culbreth
Hannah Dodd
Sarah Eble
Molly Fiser
Chelsea Fromm
Molly Gerrish
Elise Gibson
Natalie Gilliam

would like to welcome their newest members:

P'ZONE & 20oz SOFT DRINK

health, filed a civil suit in U.S.
District Court against WKU,
President Gary Ransdell and
the WKU Board of Regents, alleging that the university failed
to accommodate her disability.
Gardner has myasthenia gravis,
which is an autoimmune disorder, and bilateral hearing loss,
which limits her ability to perform manual tasks, see, hear,
walk, stand, lift, bend, speak,
breathe and read. According
to Gardner’s complaint, WKU
violated the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act and the
Kentucky Civil Rights Act for
failing to provide or provide
in a timely manner the necessary accommodations to her
disability, and then retaliating
against her requesting accommodations. Wilkins said she is

2628 Scottsville Rd.
& 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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By LAUREN ARNOLD
diversions@wkuherald.com

What began as a requirement for a WKU class has
transformed into a way of life
for WKU graduate Farrah Yarbrough.
Yarbrough works five days
a week serving free meals to
the hungry in the soup kitchen
at the Salvation Army.
In March, Yarbrough began volunteering at the Salvation Army when a social work
course required that the students volunteer 32 hours each
week and write a paper about
the experience.
Yarbrough graduated from
WKU in the spring of 2003
with a bachelor’s degree in
business management. She
also has an associate degree in
office systems technologies.
She has taken classes at
WKU since graduating and
plans to pursue a master’s degree in social work, a decision
she said was heavily influenced by her 3-year-old son,
Xzavion.
After completing the class
in May, Yarbrough said she
quickly figured out that she
still wanted to help at the Salvation Army.
“I just wasn’t happy,” she
said. “So I asked to come
back.”
Yarbrough returned as a
volunteer at the Salvation
Army and is popular with the
people she serves, she said.
“Everyone wants Farrah to
serve every day,” she said with
a laugh. “I don’t know if it’s
because I give extra or if they
just love my smile.”
Yarbrough said she loves
working in the kitchen because she is able to relate to
the people that benefit from
the organization.
“I’ve been a paycheck away
from being homeless,” she

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

WKU graduate Farrah Yarbrough volunteers at The Salvation Army ﬁve days a week, serving and cooking food for those in need. "I've been on the other
side of the counter," she said. "If I can give back, that's what I'm going to do."

said. “So I can totally relate to
the ones that come in here.”
Yarbrough said that being
appreciated is also very rewarding.
“That really brightens my
day to know that I helped
someone out, even if it’s only
for today,” she said.
The food supply is limited,
and when the kitchen runs out
of food, she has to turn people
away, which is the hardest part
of the job, Yarbrough said.
There are several ways for
WKU students, faculty and
staff to get involved with the
kitchen at the Salvation Army,
she said.
A group of WKU research-

ers have figured out a way to
help with the limited food supply.
Becky Gilfillen, an associate professor of agricluture,
and a group of student researchers are conducting experiments on tomatoes to see
how a fungus called mycorrhizae affects yield, soil quality
and more.
The tomatoes grown during the trials are then donated
to the Salvation Army kitchen,
Gilfillen said.
From working with the Salvation Army, Gilfillen said she
has learned it would accept
donations of fresh fruit and
vegetables.

“The folks who get [the tomatoes] at the Salvation Army
typically don’t get fresh fruit
and vegetables because they’re
expensive,” Gilfillen said.
That and the ability of the
students involved and the department of agriculture to give
to those in need is a “winwin,” she said.
Gilfillen said knowing that
she and her students are helping people in need is special.
“As soon as they put the tomatoes out, everyone runs and
jumps on it,” she said. “That’s
nice.”
The soup kitchen is open
to the public Monday through
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to

12:30 p.m., said Heather Gordon, Housing Manager at
Bowling Green’s Salvation
Army.
The Salvation Army also
offers housing to those who
need it while space is available, Gordon said.
“Some nights we’re full,”
she said. “Other nights we
may have 15 people.”
There are several ways
that the WKU community can
volunteer with the Salvation
Army, outside of the kitchen,
Gordon said.
The Salvation Army has an
Angel Tree Program, it hosts
camps for children, works
with Atmos Energy and more.

■ NEWS BREIFS
DELO realigns to creat Office WKU professors appointed
to national position
of Academic Outreach
WKU’s Division of Extended Learning and Outreach has announced a realignment to create the Office of Academic Outreach, according to a WKU
press release.
DELO is a program offering support to students who are earning credits
through methods other than a traditional
semester-long program.
The new outreach office will become
DELO’s office for dual credit, online
programs services and summer and winter terms.
Laura Ricke, director of the Office
of Academic Outreach, said that the office is not a change to DELO, rather a
restructuring of the current office.
Ricke said that the office will support
students who aren’t close to the main or
regional WKU campuses.
“We offer student services for our students who aren’t on campus to communicate efficiently,” Ricke said. “We’re supporting the cohort units and the programs
within those units.”
In 2011, there were 48,144 courses
administered by the division’s credit programming, according to the press release.
“We think this restructure will help
with student development,” Ricke said.
Ricke said the changes will take effect
immediately.

Stuart Foster, a professor of geography
and geology, will start a two-year term as
President of the American Association of
State Climatologists beginning July 2012.
According to its website, the AASC is
a professional organization made up of
state climatologists, directors of regional
climate centers and associate members
who are interested in the Association.
The group works closely with other
climate organizations such as the National
Climatic Data Center and the National
Weather Service to provide improved climate services.
Foster is the state climatologist for
Kentucky as well as director of both the
Kentucky Mesonet — a state network of
58 automated weather stations — and the
Kentucky Climate Center.
“I would like to try to strengthen the
relationship that the individual state climate offices have with our national partners, and help to create opportunities to
help the state departments become more
visible and more productive,” Foster said.
In addition to Foster’s election, Rezaul
Mahmood, associate director of the Kentucky Climate Center and Kentucky Mesonet, was recently appointed to serve on
the National Climate Assessment Development and Advisory Committee, according to the press release.

—Joanna Williams

—Aaron Frasier

Alpha Delta Pi

The Best Just Got Better! We love you, Alphas!
Anne Marie Adcock
Carly Atklins
Jenna Clark
Taylor Cobb
Tori Conyers
Heather Farthing
Haley Freeman
Ariele Gatti
Tate Gilkey
Kinzie Gillespie

Katie Greiner
Catherine Havel
Meaghan Heit
Katie Hinton
Rachel Huffman
Peyton Hunley
Kelsey Kaetzel
Sam Kimura
Hannah Kuzma
Kelsey Maggard

Darcy Revlett
Jena Mason
Elizabeth McAnelly Jenna Gail Rousey
Allie Schmidt
Beth McLean
Sarah Stringer
Whitney Nelson
Lindsay Thomas
Kirsten Olson
Emily Ungetheim
Bennett Peck
Rachel Weaver
Jayme Pharis
Teal Wigginton
Ali Pittman
Hayley Wilkins
Erin Ratliff
Elizabeth Wirth
Taylor Reid

SPRINGHILL LIQUORS
Crown Royal
750 ml

$21.99

Jagermeister
750 ml

$19.99

Jim Beam

750 ml travelers/
plastic $12.99

Budweiser/Bud Light’

Bud Light Lime

$17.99

$15.99

24 Pack Cans

You must be 21 to enter our packaged liquor store
I.D. required for purchase

2037 Russellville Road | Bowling Green, KY 42101

24 Pack Cans
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WKU basketball targets: Class of 2012

Fresh off a 16-16 season that ended with a semiﬁnal loss to North Texas is the Sun Belt
PG Cameron Golden, Ridgeway (Tenn.)
Conference Tournament, WKU welcomes in perhaps its top recruiting class in the history of the
Rivals.com rating: Three-star
program.
Golden
told
the
Herald
on
Aug. 15 that
He said the list of schools he’s interested
Now the focus is on who Head Coach Ken McDonald will bring in from the 2012 class.
in are Kent State, Eastern Michigan and
With just one player graduating after this season, WKU will have one scholarship available. Here he had “high interest” in WKU.
“I took an unofficial visit probably like Alabama State.
are four players who have told the Herald that WKU has offered them a scholarship:

(two months) ago,” he said. “I got to meet
According to Rivals, Duquesne has also
two of the coaches and staff a little bit. I offered him a scholarship.
like the campus.”
Golden said he doesn’t have a ranking
Rivals.com rating: Unranked
Golden is known for his speed and order yet and hasn’t named his top choice,
Fleming, who’s listed at 6-foot-6 and 204 although Ole Miss hasn’t officially offered him a ball handling ability, and would fit a need but said WKU is in his top two or three.
pounds, hasn’t visited campus yet but said he likes scholarship.
at point guard for WKU, who will lose
Golden said he will sign during
what he’s heard about the program.
Tennessee-Chattanooga,
Richmond, combo guard Kahlil McDonald next year the NCAA’s Early Signing Period in
“I like the school, because they go to the Jacksonville State and Tulane have also to graduation.
November.
(NCAA) tournament,” Fleming said. “It’s a very offered Fleming a scholarship, according to
good place to get an education, and the team is like Rivals.com.
PG Jacobby Bledsoe, Hamilton Southeastern(Ind.)
a family.”
Fleming said he plans to have a decision made
Rivals.com rating: Unranked
Fleming said his top three choices right now are soon and will sign during the NCAA’s Early Signing
One
of
WKU’s
focal
points
in recruiting
Bledsoe, who’s listed at 5-foot-9 and
Murray State, Ole Miss and WKU, in that order, Period in November.
last season was at point guard, and it looks 150 pounds, said he’ll soon be visiting Ball
as if the coaching staff is recruiting the State, Northern Illinois, Western Michigan
PG Deshawn Suber, St. Patrick (N.J.)
position again this year.
and Eastern Michigan — all of which have
Rivals.com rating: Three-star
Bledsoe, a class of 2012 point guard offered him a scholarship. Bledsoe tweeted
Suber hails from the same high school that
Several other mid-majors are interested in from Hamilton Southeastern (Ind.), said on Tuesday night that Tennessee Tech
produced current Topper Derrick Gordon and said the point guard who helped lead St. Patrick’s to a WKU offered him a scholarship last year has offered him a scholarship and will be
WKU is showing “heavy interest” in him.
No. 1 national ranking for six weeks last season and he remains “very interested.”
visiting there on Sept. 16.
WKU hasn’t officially offered him a and a runner-up finish in the mythical national
“I liked it a lot,” Bledsoe said. “It’s really
Colorado State, Dayton, Drake and
scholarship, but Suber said he likes the thought of championship.
nice down there. I like all the coaches. It’s Oregon State have also offered him
teaming up with his former high school teammate
Suber said Central Florida, Iona and Siena have a pretty good relationship. I’m supposed to scholarships, according to his Rivals.com
in college.
all offered him scholarships, and Cincinnati remains go down there and visit some time soon.”
page.
“I talked to Derrick a lot about the school,” interested. He said he plans on visiting all of those
Bledsoe took a visit to campus last year
Bledsoe said he’ll likely have a
he said. “Derrick was a role model type. It would schools unofficially.
when WKU played Indiana in football. He decision made before the high school
be nice if I was able to play in college with him
Suber plans to have a decision made by this fall said he’s not sure when his next visit will basketball season and plans on signing
because he’s a very good teammate and he’s like a and sign in the NCAA’s Early Signing Period in happen, but added that he’s eager to get during the NCAA’s Fall Signing
big brother to me.”
November.
back to the Hill.
Period.

F Kordario Fleming, Ridgeway (Tenn.)

By COLE CLAYBOURN | sports@wkuherald.com

ELMORE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Elmore's recovery certainly helped
the team in its first weekend of
competition. She helped WKU sweep
the Belmont Invitational with 17 kills
en route to earning Sun Belt Conference
co-Player of the Week honors.
Elmore's return to action also gives
WKU more experience. Lindsay
Williams, the only other senior on
the team, said Elmore is another
upperclassman for players to look up
to.
“Tiffany’s always been the type that
takes the lead in a situation,” Williams
said. “She always wants to help others
succeed and lead others in the right
direction.”
Williams said that despite their
differences, she and Elmore have
become tight friends in their four years

together on and off the court.
“Tiffany is different from all of us
because she’s very country. Especially
me,” Williams said. “Her and I are
polar opposites off the court, but
somehow we still find a way to remain
really good friends and kind of love
each other for our differences.
Elmore wasn’t always planning on
coming to WKU for volleyball. She
came out of high school in southern
Indiana as a highly touted basketball
recruit, getting offers from several
Division I schools.
Hudson said her decision to play at
WKU was surprising, but he wasn’t
going to stand in the way of the 6-foot4 middle hitter from joining the team.
“We don’t know why she came
here, but we’re glad she did,” he said.
Elmore said she made up her mind
to play volleyball late in her senior
year but worried about telling her
basketball-oriented family.

“I was kind of nervous to tell my
parents in the beginning,” she said.
“But I grew up a little bit and decided
I wanted to tell them because that was
going to be the next four years for me.”
After this season, Elmore, a
psychology major, said she plans to
go back to her hometown of North
Vernon, Ind., and work as a children's
counselor.
However, she still has plans for this
season.
Elmore’s goals include winning the
Sun Belt tournament, something she
hasn’t done since her freshman season,
and advancing past the first round of the
NCAA tournament for the first time.
Hudson said he’s been impressed
with her play so far this year and sees
great things in her future.
“She’s one of the most competitive,
strong-willed kids I’ve ever been
around, and she’s really willed herself
into being a great player,” he said.

WALLACE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Wallace said he still has friends on the team, and that
they kept in touch in the days leading up to the game.
He said conversations focused not on football, but
just catching up on everyday life.
He said in the days leading up to that game that playing against his former teammates would be exciting,
but that he was approaching the game like any other.
“You’ve got to get over the first real high of going
out there and get settled down and get going,” Wallace
said. “When I step out on the field I’ll just have to do
that.”
He’ll have two years as a Topper to continue his
hometown legacy.
Taggart said now that Wallace is back in Bowling
Green, he sees him carrying on the Topper family tradition.
“He’s working hard every day to get better as a football player,” Taggart said. “He’ll do a really good job
for us.”

WKU
FRESHMAN
ASSEMBLY
Class of 2015
WKU President Gary Ransdell
Learn How tO begin Your Legacy

FREE FOOD
& live mus
ic AT
SOUTH LAW
N AFTERWA
RDS

Tuesday
uesday, September 6th
6:00 PM
at Diddle Arena
Students with Disabilities Needing Accommodations, Contact Matt Davis at 745-5004.
All FreshmEn are Expected to Attend UNLESS YOU HAVE A TUESDAY NIGHT CLASS.

ATTENDING FRESHMEN ARE ELIGIBLE TO WIN ONE OF THREE BICYCLES.
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SOCCER

Lady Tops preparing for tough weekend matches
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

The WKU soccer team will look to
bounce back from its first loss of the
season in two matchups against premiere opponents this weekend.
The Lady Toppers (2-1) will play
twice this weekend — on Friday against
Austin Peay at 7 p.m. in Clarksville,
Tenn., then again at 1 p.m. Sunday
against No. 20 Memphis at the WKU
Soccer Complex.
Head Coach Jason Neidell said he
expects a tough challenge from the
Governors.
“Austin Peay is a really strong team,”
Neidell said. “We’re expecting a really
tough game.”
Neidell credited much of that
strength to Austin Peay’s sophomore
duo, forward Tatiana Ariza and midfielder/forward Natalia Ariza.
Tatiana Ariza was named Ohio Val-

PREVIEW
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The 3-0 start was due in large part by the
return of senior middle hitter Tiffany Elmore, who led the team with 27 total kills
and earned Sun Belt Conference co-Player
of the Week. Elmore suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in her right leg
during the NCAA Tournament last December.
After rigorous offseason workouts, she
was able to come back for the season opener.
With the first weekend of the season
over, the Lady Toppers can now focus on
preparing for competition this weekend.
WKU travels to Lexington for the Kentucky
Classic tournament hosted by the University
of Kentucky.
It will be somewhat of a tougher task this
weekend for WKU, as the Lady Toppers will
be in action against Kentucky, Virginia Tech
and Ohio University, all of whom made the
NCAA Tournament last season.
“We have to improve offensively. That’s
what we addressed in practice (this week),”
Hudson said. “The level of competition is
really going up this weekend.”
Senior middle hitter Lindsay Williams
said WKU has been working on improving defensively since the preseason and this
weekend will be a good gauge of their prog-

ley Conference Freshman of the Year
and first-team All-OVC last season.
She also suited up for the Colombian
National Team in the World Cup this
past summer.
“Those two girls have really transformed their program into a winning
program pretty much overnight,” Neidell said. “The key to that game is going to be shutting down Tatiana Ariza.”
While the Lady Toppers are preparing for the matchup against Austin Peay,
the thought of playing a top 25 team two
days later is looming in the back of their
minds.
Senior goalkeeper Libby Stout said
she’s excited for the opportunity to play
a team of Memphis’ stature.
“It’s a really cool experience to play
someone that high up in the nation,”
Stout said. “We’ve played them before
and haven’t bode well against them. But
they’re an awesome team so I’m really excited to play them and it’s good to get that

ress.
“We’re just trying to remain defensiveminded,” she said. “Our goal for the season
is stopping anybody from an ace standpoint,
from a block standpoint and from a dig
standpoint.”
Sophomore Ashley Potts said in order to
prepare, the Lady Toppers have been working on all aspects of the game this week.
“This week we’re focusing a lot on offense but not forgetting our defensive mindset,” she said. “We’re working hard on serving, defense and blocking.”
Potts started at libero in Nashville last
weekend — a position that junior Sarah
Rogers started at in every match last season.
Hudson said he wanted to give Potts a
chance at the position because of her strong
defensive play and that both her and Rogers
will see time at the position this season.
“Those two kids are, in my opinion, the
best two defensive players in our league,” he
said. “Sarah Rogers is a phenomenal defensive player, and they’re both great ball control players. I would trade neither of them
for anybody in the country.”
Potts said she plans to use what Rogers
has taught her at the position.
“Sarah’s pushed me the entire time I’ve
been on the team, and I really look up to her
as a player and as a teammate,” she said.
“We’ll get the job done this weekend no
matter who’s playing libero.”

experience so early on in the year as well.”
Despite the ranking and reputation
that Memphis brings, Neidell has continued to stress that WKU has to prepare
for a matchup, not a specific opponent.
“One thing we’ve stressed to our
players this week is we need to prepare
for every game the exact same,” Neidell
said. “I think we have the tendency to
prepare for the opponent rather than
prepare for a match.”
Neidell said he knows there are
things that this team needs to continue
to prepare for more efficiently.
“The biggest thing that we’re going to be working on is our possession
game and assessing risk,” Neidell said.
“We took way too many risks in our
first three games in our defensive third.
That’s something we are going to try to
fix in our possession game.”
Senior forward Mallory Outerbridge
said another obstacle for this team, especially against big-name opponents, is nerves.

“Right now, I mean, there are lots of
little things to improve on, but I think
nerves is the biggest thing,” Outerbridge
said. “Coming out against Vanderbilt we
didn’t play well in the first half but by
the second half we had found our own
kind of groove.”
Neidell said it’s a given that WKU
would like to come out of the weekend
with two more wins added to its resume,
but that at this stage of the season, it’s
improving performance that is the most
important aspect of every game.
“We want to win as bad as anyone,”
Neidell said. “But we’re more concerned about the way we’re performing.”
He said it’s critical that they feel
good about themselves by playing well
in each contest.
“It’s about getting better so that
when we hit conference stride, when
winning is everything, we’re ready for
that,” Neidell said.

Leadership Studies
Has Moved!
Come visit us in our new location

220 Tate Page Hall

Chi Omega

would like to welcome their new members,

the Miss New Hooties,
and congratulate the other Panhellenic Organizations on a successful recruitment!

Lauren Badstibner, Brittany Bennett, Emily Bennett, Gretchen Bishop,
Erika Burke, Shayla Carter, Katherine Devine, Chloe Dewsnap, Mary
Margaret Drake, Courtney Eberhard, Allie Feldhaus, Sarah Fitzpatrick,
Lee Fowler, Payton Guthrie, Alex Holbrook, Nicole Hopkins, Ellie Jolly,
Jordan Jones, Danielle King, Mary Catherine Kirkwood, Keely Klutts,
Tori Knodell, Jackie Lile, Tiffany Love, Kelly Lyons, Susan Mathis,
Jamie McDonough, Carly Moulden, Sarah Neal, Haley Oeth, Victoria Ortega, Heather Redmon, Jensen Ricke, Whitney Roberts, Whitney Shoulta, Ashley Smith, Jessie Story, Morgan Threlkeld, Lorraine
Vaughan, Jordyn Wells, Carly Wildt, Cady Witt, Sara Williamson

One of our programs is right for you:
Undergraduate Certiﬁcate in Leadership Studies
Graduate Certiﬁcate in Leadership Studies
Bachelor of Science in Organizational Leadership
Masters of Arts in Leadership Dynamics
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VOLLEYBALL

JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD

Senior middle hitter Tiffany Elmore rehabbed a torn anterior cruciate ligament injured in last season's NCAA Tournament and didn't miss a day of the 2011 season. She was named the Sun
Belt Conference's co-Player of the Week after the Lady Toppers went 3-0 last weekend and Elmore recorded 17 kills.

Still killing it
Elmore back in action after last year's ACL injury
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

After tearing the anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) in her right leg last December, WKU
senior middle hitter Tiffany Elmore says she
didn’t even consider missing time this season.
“I had in my mind the whole time that
I was going to be back ready to go for the
start,” she said.
The injury happened in WKU’s NCAA
Tournament match against Cincinnati.
Elmore said after the injury she knew
she was going to have to work to be ready
for the start of the volleyball season.
Head coach Travis Hudson, whose wife
Cindy was Elmore’s physical therapist,
praised Elmore for being able to come

back for the start of the year.
“The kid has absolutely worked her tail
off for the last eight and a half months,”
Hudson said. “She’s just a tough, gritty kid
and you knew when she went down that
she would be able to handle this as well as
anybody.”
Elmore was a key part of WKU's
NCAA tournament team a season ago. She
was a first team All-Sun Belt selection and
lead the team with 339 kills.
Now, almost nine months later, Elmore's ACL has completely healed, although she still wears a knee brace on her
right leg.

After starting the 2011 volleyball season
with a three-game sweep at the Belmont
Invitational, Head Coach Travis Hudson is
already looking for areas for the team to improve.
“I wouldn’t say that I’m thrilled with
how we played the whole time, but I don’t
think anybody really is this early in the
year,” he said. “I’m thrilled with the outcome and I’m thrilled with the feedback, in
terms of what we need to do to get better.”

SEE ELMORE, PAGE 9

SEE PREVIEW, PAGE 10

Lady Tops head to Lexington
By LUCAS AULBACH | sports@wkuherald.com

FOOTBALL

Former Wildcat Wallace glad to be in BG
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

Ryan Wallace is finally back home.
He grew up in Bowling Green, the son of
Bowling Green High School head football
coach and WKU alum Kevin Wallace, and
Dana Wallace, a former Lady Topper basketball player that was on two Final Four teams.
After playing for his father, Wallace
moved on to the University of Colorado,
where he sat the bench for a season.
Wanting to come closer to home, Wallace
transferred to the University of Kentucky.
But because of family circumstances and a
lack of playing time after two seasons at UK,
he decided to come all the way back home to
Bowling Green.
The junior tight end is now in his first season at WKU, a school he said he’s been a fan
of his whole life.
“All my family is back here,” Wallace
said. “I’m really enjoying it.”
Head Coach Willie Taggart said it’s been
a smooth transition for Wallace.
“He’s on familiar turf, and I think that
helps him a lot,” Taggart said. “He’s fit in
perfect with our guys. You can’t really tell
he’s a transfer.”
Wallace had a standout high school carer
as a tight end for Bowling Green. He com-

piled more than 1,000 receiving yards in his
prep career and earned First Team All-State
honors during his senior year.
Taggart recruited Wallace during his time
as an assistant at WKU and later at Stanford
He said that he and Wallace developed a
close bond during that process, and that their
relationship has now deepened as Taggart is
coaching Wallace for the first time.
“Ryan spends a lot of time talking to me,”
Taggart said. “Out of all the kids on our football team, I think he’s one of the kids that’s
more comfortable with me.”
Easing Wallace’s comfort level is a switch
back to his natural position of tight end, as he
was listed as an offensive tackle during his
days on the UK roster. Wallace will complement junior captain Jack Doyle at the tight
end position this season.
Tackles/tight ends coach Stu Holt called
WKU’s scheme a “great offensive system
for a tight end” and said Wallace’s blocking
abilities will allow him to play a large role in
a run-oriented Topper offense.
“We’d like to use him in run and pass situations, but he’s definitely stronger blocking,”
Holt said. “He’s got the best pass sets of anyone we have at tight end because he’s done
it before.
“He plays hard and has good technique so
we’d like to use him in all facets of the game.

CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

Junior tight end Ryan Wallace, a Bowling Green native, is back home after transferring from UK.

But certainly the run game is to his strength.”
Wallace’s first game as a Topper
came against one of his old teams, UK,

Thursday night.
SEE WALLACE, PAGE 9
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